This article presents an edition of a fragment of the Middle English Short Metrical Chronicle 2 found in Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica, Amsterdam, MS M199 (henceforth BPH M199).
Irrespective of whether the two hands are in fact the same, the question remains whether the notes in fol. 41v and fol. 109r (and possibly many of the texts) were in fact written by a man called Edward Dekyngstone. Edward Dekyngstone's name is found in a number of other manuscripts, which all primarily contain alchemical texts. These manuscripts include British Library MSS Sloane 2170, 3180, 3630, 3684; and Glasgow University Library, MS Ferguson 205. 10 However, very little seems to be known about him. The index of the Sloane This information appears to be based on two writer colophons found in MSS Sloane 3180 and 3684 (the former is also found in MS Sloane 3630):
The which said litle booke or work I, Edward Dekingston, copied out verbatum as above written with the hand of Mr Morryse; which said work was bound in with the litle booke of mr Guyllyam It is unclear whether the date given in the extract should be taken to indicate when Dekyngstone was active in London. The date seems rather to refer to when the practitioner John Morris or Norris (mentioned in the extracts) either lived or copied the book that Dekyngstone in turn has copied out.
I have not been able to find any additional information on Dekyngstone in standard reference works. 14 As far as I have been able to ascertain, the hand or hands of BPH M199 do not resemble those in any of the other manuscripts listed above. 15 The fact that some colophons mentioning Dekyngstone appear in multiple manuscripts (i.e. MSS Sloane 3180, 3630 and 3684) also demonstrates that writer comments could be copied together with the texts, and do not necessarily have to represent the copyist's annotation. It is thus difficult to determine Edward
Dekyngstone's connection with BPH M199 with certainty, but he may have been the owner of the volume and he may even have copied out some texts. 17 The content of BPH M199 is thus fairly typical of an alchemical miscellany of the 16th and 17th centuries. 18 The non-alchemical material primarily consists of some medical recipes and a few magical texts, for instance, a treatise on twelve rings (fols. 295v-305r) and a recipe on how to change the color of a dog, horse or any other animal (fol. 125v). Again, texts of this kind are often found in alchemical manuscript books. As mentioned earlier, however, BPH Dollens manuscript" in a different hand.
Reasons for inclusion of the Chronicle in BPH M199
It is of course difficult to determine for certain why the Chronicle appears in a manuscript primarily devoted to alchemy. However, the content of the account of Bladud's reign suggests that the passage may have been included because of an alchemical interpretation of the text. At the beginning of the account of Bladud's reign, there is a description of how to make hot baths.
This process involves a large number of chemicals, including "quick brymstone", "salt gemme", "salt petre", "sal armoniak", "sal arebru", "salt alkelyn", "salt gemme" (again), "salt comon", and "salt niter". The text claims that the tubs that contain the mixture of the chemicals will heat up the water in the springs, which will result in what is called the "kinges bathe". There are two related, though slightly different, ways of interpreting this passage from an alchemical all, and they gave him honor, since he seemed worthy of it. What else can we gather from these words but that a good part of our secret is in the fire.] 23 The conclusion of Ripley's story is also succinctly echoed in an alchemical treatise written by Humfrey Lock, a 16th-century English alchemist: "knowe that all the regimente & gouernance of This demonstrates that alchemists were acutely aware of the importance of the fire. More specifically, for many procedures that required heat, the alchemists used a hot bath which is commonly referred to as the balneum. They placed the receptacle containing the matter that was to be heated in this bath and applied a moderate heat. 25 Perhaps it was this similarity in particular that appealed to the copyist.
Although this is a plausible reason for the inclusion of the Chronicle fragment in BPH M199, it is also possible that an alchemist may have interpreted the passage slightly differently. In particular, the term "the King's bath" has alchemical connotations. In alchemical terminology, "the King" can have several meanings, but most often it signifies one of three things: the primary material used as a basis for the philosophers' stone, the philosophers' stone itself or, perhaps most commonly, the metal gold. 26 In connection with bath, the first and third meanings, that of primary material and gold, are probably the most likely. Alchemical texts often
give the advice to dissolve the primary material in a bath, where it will be cleansed and ready to be turned into the philosophers' stone or gold. 27 Similarly, alchemical texts often give instructions on how to dissolve gold, usually by the help of aqua regia (i.e. a concentrated mixture of nitric and hydrochloric acid). 28 It is thus possible that an alchemist might have thought that the bath referred to a solvent of some sort that would dissolve or cleanse the primary material or gold.
It is difficult to determine which of the interpretations presented above is the more likely (if indeed either of them is the underlying reason for the inclusion of the Chronicle in BPH M199 Metamorphoses and the Bible were expropriated and reinterpreted as describing alchemical processes. 37 All these aspects of alchemical reinterpretation of non-alchemical texts strongly suggest that the inclusion of the Chronicle in BPH M199 was due to an alchemical interest in its content. In order to chart BPH M199's relationship with the other extant manuscripts, I will briefly outline the similarities and differences between them. 40 There is a crucial correspondence between F and G and BPH M199. In lines 60-61, BPH M199 mentions Merlin, who also appears at this point in F and G, but is not found in any of the other manuscripts. However, whereas F presents a six-line version, BPH M199 and G are identical in containing only a two-line account of Merlin. 45 The reading in BPH M199 (and than has previously been thought. In addition to this, even Legge, who criticizes Zettl's conclusion, points out that G uses English forms of place names and contains "a high proportion of English word-order". 50 Of course, it cannot be ruled out that the English versions and G derive independently from a French metrical version, though there is no trace of this hypothetical text.
However, with the evidence we have at hand, it seems more plausible to hypothesize that G, though it would be an unusual case, was translated from English into Anglo-Norman. In addition to these correspondences with various manuscripts, BPH M199 also contains a number of unique readings that are not found in any of the other versions. Many of the unique readings seem to stem from linguistic updating, such as "listenithe" in line 38 for "herkneþ" (or a similar spelling), or "calld" in line 69 for "icluped" (or a similar spelling).
However, if modernization of the language is behind some of these readings, it has certainly not been carried out systematically, since many forms and words that must have been obsolete in the late 16th century still remain in BPH M199. Here follows a short list of unique readings found in BPH M199. 30 at y e other to be more clere: at is probably a misreading of ac 'but' found in the other manuscripts. The phrase "to be" can be interpreted either as an infinitive verb phrase or as a numeral + verb: 'two [springs] be'. The latter reading is found in the other manuscripts.
However, the spelling of two in BPH M199 seems to be "twoo", as in line 25. It is perhaps more likely that the copyist of BPH M199 saw it as an infinitive.
tho he made:
In MS tho he h made. 
